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Thank you for your interest in sandstone research and submission of preliminary registration form. 
Now we distribute the Second Circular, which repeats important information from the First Circular, 
contains guidelines of abstract preparation and details of conference fees. We ask all prospective 
participants to fill in and submit the registration form that will now include the definitive title of your 
presentation, along with your abstract. 

Aims and context of the conference  

 
Sandstone landscapes are widely renowned and support some of the most spectacular sceneries 
that exist on Earth. Obvious examples include tablelands of the Colorado Plateau in the 
southwest United States, desert inselbergs around Wadi Rum and the rock-hewn city of Petra in 
Jordan, the breathtaking Danxia landscapes of southern China, or the sandstone towers of the 
Bungle Bungle and plateau of the Blue Mountains in Australia. Among these sandstone 
landscapes the central European plateaux, rock cities, escarpments and canyons occupy a special 
position. Not only are they scenically beautiful and scientifically intriguing, but they can be 
regarded as one of the cradles of sandstone research worldwide. In particular, the concept of 
Ȭ3ÁÎÄÓÔÏÎÅ 0ÈÅÎÏÍÅÎÏÎȭȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÎÔÅÇÒÁÔÅÓ ÒÏÃËÓȟ ÌÁndscapes, vegetation patterns, animal 
habitats, and human use of natural resources, has been developed here. This implies that proper 
understanding of sandstone geo-ecosystems and their behaviour under human impact must be 
based on interdisciplinary research, equal consideration of different components, and the 
exploration of linkages between these components.  
 
The Sandstone Phenomenon was the focus of two successful Sandstone Landscapes conferences 
held in Doubice (Czech Republic) in 2002 and Luxembourg in 2005. To continue this tradition, we 
now cordially invite all people interested in research on sandstone geo- and ecosystems, or 
involved in the management of protected sandstone areas, to participate in the Sandstone 
Landscapes III conference. This will ÂÅ ÉÎ !ÐÒÉÌ ΨΦΧΨ ÁÔ +ÕÄÏ×Á :ÄÒĕÊ ÉÎ ÓÏÕÔÈ-west Poland, near 
the Stočowe Mountains National Park. This conference is intended to provide a forum to 
communicate results of research on various aspects of sandstone landscapes from many different 
parts of the world. There will be a particular focus on linkages between different components of 
natural systems and sustainable management of sandstone areas, many of which are protected for 
their scenic, earth science, biological or cultural reasons. Field sessions will also give conference 
participants the opportunity to visit one of the most spectacular sandstone areas in central Europe, 
including the famous table hill of Szczeliniec Wielki, visited by Johann Wolfgang Goethe in 1790. 
Finally, we hope that the participation and interaction of sandstone researchers from various 
specialized fields will strengthen cross-disciplinary cooperation and enhance the global 
understanding of Sandstone Phenomenon. 
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